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Season  Begins 

TOURIST  CENTRES  PREPARE  FOR  RECORD  YEAR 

Expanding  Visitor  Industry  Grows  in  Importance 
As  a  Major  Source  of  Revenue  for  the  Province 


Tourism,  which  is  one  of  Alberta's 
fastest  growing  industries,  now  represents 
a  major  source  of  income  for  the  province. 

Comparing  favourably  with  such 
important  sources  of  revenue  as  lumbering, 
the  $49,000,000  spent  by  1,700,000  tourists 
last  year  was  four  times  greater  than  the 
total  value  of  lumber  and  forest  products. 

Although  a  small  percentage  of  the 
province's  population  is  directly  employed 
in  the  visitor  industry,  its  benefits  are 
shared  by  a  wide  variety  of  business 
establishments. 

It  is  estimated  that  visitors  to  Alberta 
spend  25  percent  of  their  vacation  money 
in  retail  and  department  stores,  22  percent 
in  restaurants  and  food  stores,  17  percent 
in  hotel  and  other  resort  accommodations, 
and  12  percent  in  service  stations  and 
garages.  Movies,  entertainment  and  other 
recreation,  take  another  9  percent  and  the 
remaining  15  percent  is  spent  on  trans- 
portation, refreshments,  novelties  and 
souvenirs. 

Growing  steadily  since  1945  when 
300,000  people  visited  Alberta,  the  volume 
of  tourists  is  expected  to  increase  to  about 
4,750,000  by  1980  and  the  value  of  the 
tourist  industry  to  the  province  will  in- 
crease to  nearly  $200,000,000  annually. 
Rugged  Beauty 

The  scenic  grandeur  of  the  Rockies,  the 
broad  sweeping  plains  of  southern  Alberta, 
and  the  rugged  beauty  of  the  north,  are 
an  asset  that  is  invaluable  as  a  tourist 
attraction.  However  to  meet  the  competi- 
tion of  countries  that  possess  equally 
attractive  scenery,  the  Alberta  Government 
is  an  active  partner  of  the  private  tourist 
industry  in  helping  to  stimulate  a  wider 
interest  in  Alberta  as  a  vacation  paradise. 

Advertisements  carried  in  magazines 
throughout  Canada  and  the  United  States 
continue  to  bring  enthusiastic  response, 
with  inquiries  about  vacation  possibilities 
in  Alberta  reaching  an  all  time  high  of 
30,000  last  year.  Travel  shows  in  such 
widespread  points  as  San  Francisco  and 
Minneapolis  are  attended  yearly  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Alberta  Government  Travel 


W.  H.  Thomson,  Director  of  the  Fort  Macleod  Travel 
Bureau,  points  out  the  route  that  will  take  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  D.  1.  Duttin,  of  Denver,  Colorado,  to  Alberta's 
famous  tourist  resort  centre  at  Banff. 

Bureau  in  connection  with  tourist  promotion 
for  the  province. 

Working  in  close  co-operation  with  travel 
bureaus  of  the  other  western  provinces, 
Alberta  travel  bureau  has  helped  establish 
a  uniform  grading  system  for  tourist  accom- 
modations. All  motel  accommodation  is 
classified  by  inspectors  for  the  Department 
of  Health  who  make  regular  inspections 
of  all  motels,  bungalows  and  cabins,  and 
thus  are  able  to  furnish  complete  classifica- 
tion for  the  information  of  the  tourist. 

A  tourist  who  has  found  his  visit  to 
Alberta  a  memorable  occasion,  will  return 


again  and  encourage  others  to  visit  the 
province.  A  questionnaire  distributed  to  all 
visitors  through  government  travel  bureaus, 
has  provided  a  key  to  the  tourists'  likes 
and  dislikes. 

Any  complaint  such  as  poor  accommo- 
dation or  service  is  investigated,  and  if  at 
all  possible,  the  situation  is  remedied.  One 
chronic  complaint,  now  rapidly  disappear- 
ing, was  the  condition  of  roads.  The  in- 
tensive road  building  progress  in  Alberta 
during  the  past  10  years  has  provided 
paved  roads  to  all  national  parks  in  the 
province  with  the  exception  of  about  36 
miles  of  highway  east  of  Jasper  National 
Park. 

Superior  Service 

Each  spring  a  publicity  campaign  is 
carried  on  by  the  government  to  impress 
on  all  the  people  of  the  tourist  industry, 
the  need  for  cleanliness,  superior  service 
and  courtesy  towards  the  visitor.  In  addi- 
tion courses  are  conducted  in  the  proper 
care  and  handling  of  food.  These  courses, 
held  at  various  points  throughout  the 
province,  are  designed  to  help  Alberta 
achieve  a  restaurant  standard  that  is  equal 
to  any  on  the  continent. 

As  the  volume  of  tourists  increases, 
more  accommodations  are  needed.  A  total 
of  195  people  interested  in  starting  tourist 
camps  were  interviewed  last  year  by  the 
Alberta  Government  Travel  Director.  In- 
formation on  desirable  locations  was  made 
available,  help  was  given  on  operation 
problems,  and  future  potential  of  all  areas 
was  outlined. 

Formerly  limited  to  the  school  vacation 
period,  tourism  in  Alberta  is  gradually 
developing  into  a  year-round  business. 
Such  government-assisted  events  as  the 
Inter-Collegiate  Ski  Meet  during  the  winter 
and  summer-long  courses  at  the  Banff 
School  of  Fine  Arts  are  helping  in  this 
development. 

The  number  of  visitors  to  the  province 
during  January  and  February  has  shown 
a  marked  increase  over  the  same  period 
last  year  and  points  toward  another  record 
breaking  tourist  year  for  Alberta.  • 
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Team  of  Nine  Civil  Defence  Observers 
Record  Success  of  Operation  ^^Jeff 


One  of  the  30  simulated  casualties  flown  to  Penhold  during  the  recent  civil  defence  operation  "Jeff." 
is  loaded  aboard  an  awaiting  aircraft  by  R.CJV.F.  crewmen.  Official  observers  were  nearby  to  check 
on  the  success  of  the  loading  operations. 


The  recommendations  of  a  report  now- 
being  prepared  at  Civil  Defence  Head- 
quarters in  Edmonton,  may  mean  the  sav- 
ing of  countless  lives  during  civil  disasters 
such  as  floods,  tornadoes,  fires,  storms,  or 
a  bombing  attack. 

A  mock  disaster  nicknamed  "]eii." 
which  occurred  on  April  21  in  Edmonton, 
was  the  first  civil  defence  exercise  of  its 
kind  to  be  held  in  North  America.  It  in- 
volved the  evacuation  of  casualties  and 
their  reception  and  treatment  outside  the 
target  area. 

A  team  of  nine  official  observers  was 
assigned  to  record  in  detail  the  success  or 
failure  of  the  operation.  Their  observations 
are  now  being  evaluated,  and  when  com- 
pleted, the  results  will  provide  valuable 
information  for  civil  defence  units  through- 
out the  province. 

Health,  welfare,  and  transportation 
were  the  three  important  services  of  civil 
defence  that  were  being  tested  during  the 
operation.  Each  member  of  the  observer 
team  was  chosen  from  a  vocational  field 
that  would  make  him  qualified  to  judge 
the  success  of  his  phase  of  the  exercise. 

Composed  of  doctors,  welfare  experts. 
Army  medical  personnel,  and  Civil  defence 
planning  officers,  the  group  was  briefed  on 
their  duties  and  assigned  to  posts  when 
the  disaster  struck. 

Observations  Recorded 

Throughout  the  entire  operation  the 
observers  recorded  in  detail  their  impres- 
sions of  each  stage  of  the  program.  The 
medical  observers  watched  for  such  things 
as  the  operation  of  the  Advance  Treatment 
Centre,  casualty  simulation,  the  handling, 
treatment,  and  admission  of  the  wounded. 
The  welfare  expehts  were  mainly  con- 
cerned with  the  placing  of  homeless  people, 
while  the  planning  officers  watched  the 
transportation  of  all  casualties  from  the 
disaster  area  to  points  where  adequate 
medical  treatment  could  be  given. 

The  first  of  60  casualties  began  arriv- 
ing at  the  Prince  of  Wales  Armouries  at 
9:30  a.m.  on  D-day.    From  then  until  5:30 


p.m.  the  observers  followed  the  progress 
of  all  patients.  At  11:00  a.m.  all  the 
wounded  had  received  medical  attention 
and  30  of  the  casualties  were  carried  into 
ambulances  of  the  43  Medical  Company, 
R.C.A.M.C.  These  cases  were  to  be  trans- 
ported to  Ponoka,  65  miles  south  of  Edmon- 
ton, where  the  local  civil  defence  unit  had 
been  notified  that  hospital  facilities  in  Ed- 
monton were  filled  and  they  should  be 
prepared  to  receive  the  overflow  of  casual- 
ties. Another  30  of  the  wounded  were 
flown  by  R.C.A.F.  aircraft  to  Penhold. 

Each  part  of  the  exercise  was  carried 
out  with  all  the  elements  of  an  actual  dis- 
aster. Casualties  were  prepared  with 
shocking  realism,  blood  transfusions  were 
simulated,  medical  examinations  were  per- 
formed, and  treatment  of  the  wounded  was 
prescribed.  Severe  casualties  remained  on 
stretchers  during  the  exercise. 

As  they  arrived  in  Ponoka  the  simulated 
victims  were  given  immediate  medical  at- 
tention and  100  more  homeless  persons 
were  registered,  fed,  clothed,  and  referred 
to  billets  in  private  homes.  A  control 
center  in  that  community  co-ordinated  the 
activities  of  all  Civil  Defence  and  Armed 
Services  personnel  engaged  in  the  Ponoka 
phase  of  the  exercise. 

The  "critique,"  held  immediately  fol- 
lowing the  exercise,  presented  general  con- 
clusions on  the  degree  of  success  achieved 
by  the  operation.  A  summary  of  the 
observers'  reports  was  presented  and 
federal  civil  defence  officials,  who  were 
also  in  attendance,  were  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  express  their  opinions. 

Minor  Details 

Although  the  operation  was  considered 
a  great  success,  some  defects  that  de- 
veloped have  provided  civil  defence  units 
with  valuable  information.  For  example,  it 
was  noted  by  observers  that  the  stretchers 
were  too  long  to  fit  bus  and  other  transport; 
more  blankets  were  needed;  there  were  not 
enough  stretcher  bearers;  and  the  lack  of 
special  rigging  for  commercial  vehicles. 
Although  these  were  minor  details,  they 
were  the  type  of  failure  that  could  hinder 


civil  defence  effectiveness  during  a  real 
emergency. 

One  of  the  many  successful  aspects  of 
the  operation  was  the  participation  of 
Armed  Service  personnel.  Although  Army 
and  Air  Force  units  had  worked  in  close 
co-operation  with  Civil  Defence  during 
theoretical  manoeuvres,  this  was  the  first 
time  that  the  two  groups  had  worked  to- 
gether during  an  exercise. 

By  planning  operations  such  as  "Jeff." 
executing  them,  and  then  evaluating  their 
success  or  failure.  Alberta  Civil  Defence 
is  constantly  building  towards  a  well 
trained  network  of  civil  defence  units  that 
will  be  able  to  spring  into  action  when- 
ever an  emergency  arises. 

Through  the  co-operation  of  Alberta 
Government  Telephones,  a  civil  defence 
warning  system  has  been  provided  by  the 
180  A.G.T.  stations  located  throughout  the 
province.  Operators  have  been  drilled  in 
the  procedure  of  altering  local  units  and 
also  in  keeping  the  lines  open  to  central 
control  headquarters.  Should  this  network 
be  knocked  out,  40  volunteer  "Ham"  radio 
operators  would  be  able  to  relay  messages 
from  the  disaster  area  to  other  civil  defence 
units. 

Although  the  combined  efforts  of  all 
municipalities  will  be  required  to  make  the 
civil  defence  program  100  percent  effective, 
the  present  number  of  local  civil  defence 
units  are  providing  a  working  nucleus  that 
can  be  ready  in  any  emergency  to  save 
lives,  protect  property,  and  care  for  the 
homeless.  • 


Coming  Events 

During  1956  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many 
events  of  interest  in  provincial,  national  and  internation- 
al spheres.  Within  Our  Borders  will  list  all  such 
Coming  Events  possible.  Information  on  these  sched- 
uled events  should  be  forwarded  to  "Within  Our 
Borders,"  Room  502,  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 

U.  of  A.  Feeders'  Day.  „  Edmonton 

Cardston  Junior  Rodeo  _.  Cardston 

Can.  Dental  Assoc  -   Banff 

4-H  Fat  Stock  Show,  Sale   Lloydminster 

Lacombe  Bull  Sale  (Herefords) ......  Lacombe 

Farm  Young  People's  W eek 

U.  of  A  „  „  Edmonton 

All  Breed  Purebred  Bull  Sale 

Female  Sale     Innisfail 

Hanna  Round-Up  _    Hanna 

Western  Can.  Fuel  Assoc   .   Calgary 

Edmonton  Horse  Show  Edmonton 

Royal  Architectural  Inst. 

of  Canada   _   Banff 

Western  Can.  Chiropractic  Assoc  Banff 

Bull  Sale  „  Lethbridge 

W estern  Assoc.  of  Broadcasters  Banff 

Canadian  Postmasters'  Assoc., 

Alta.  Br  „  _  „  _  Calgary 

Hand  Hills  Stampede  _   Hand  Hills 

Can.  Conference  on  Social 

W  ork  -  „  Edmonton 

Inter'l  Gyro  District  No.  8   Edmonton 

Royal  Assoc.  of  Master  Plumbers  & 

Heating  Contractors  of  Can.   „..Jasper 

Imperial  Oil  Employees  Relations  Banff 

Lake  McGregor  Memorial  Park 

Race  Meet   _  Lake  McGregor 

Soo  Line  Surgeons'  Assoc   .Banff 

Lea  Park  Rodeo      Lea  Park 

American  Orthopaedic  Assoc   Banff 

W ainwright  Stampede  W ainwright 

Highland  Games   Calgary 

Brooks  Rodeo      Brooks 

Can.  Dietetic  Assoc.     Edmonton 

Trust  Co's  Assoc.  of  Alta   Banff 

Foremost  Lions  Stampede   Foremost 

Baptist  Union  of  Western  Can  Edmonton 


June 

2 

June 

3-  6 

June 

4 

June 

4-  5 

June 

5-14 

June 

6 

June 
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10-13 

June 
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13 
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June 

16 

June 

16-19 

June 

19-20 

June 

20-23 

June 

22-23 

June 

23 

June 

27 

June 

27-28 

June 

28 

June 

29 

June 

29- 

July 

4 

June 

30 

July 

2 

July 

1 

Ponoka  Stampede 
Raymond  Rodeo 


Claresholm-Ft.  Macleod 
Stampede 


  Ponoka 

 .Jlaymond 

..Claresholm 


National  Conference,  Canadian 

W omen's  Press  Club  Edmonton 

July    1-  4   Mutual  Life  Assur.  Co.  of  Can   Banff 

July   2        Bassano  Stampede   _  _  Bassano 

July   4        High  River  Rodeo   „  _  High  River 

July   4-  5    Stettler  Stampede      Stettler 

July   7        Coleman  Rodeo     „   Coleman 

July   9-14    Calgary  Stampede     Calgary 

July  9- 

August   4    Recreation  Leadership  School.  Bed  Deer 
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Hunting  Regulations 
Revised  in  New 


Teachers  and  University  Graduates 
Aided  by  Education  Bursaries 


Game  Act  Changes 

Lands  which  are  posted  with  "No  Shoot- 
ing" and  "No  Hunting"  signs  literally 
become  game  and  bird  sanctuaries  under 
changes  made  in  the  Game  Act  during 
the  recent  sitting  of  the  Alberta  Legislature. 

As  an  effect  of  the  new  ruling  neither 
the  owner,  occupant  nor  any  other  person 
will  be  allowed  to  hunt  any  big  game  or 
game  birds  upon  or  over  lands  that  are 
posted. 

Further  changes  in  the  Game  Act  com- 
pel hunters  to  get  consent  to  hunt  on  any 
occupied  lands  from  the  owner  or  occupant 
of  the  lands.  Occupied  lands  are  defined 
as  those  which  are  privately  owned  and 
are  under  cultivation  or  enclosed  by  a  fence 
of  any  kind  and  upon  which  or  adjoining 
which,  the  owner  or  occupant  is  actually 
residing.  This  includes  lands  held  under 
certificate  of  title,  agreement  for  sale, 
homestead  lease,  veterans'  homestead 
lease,  miscellaneous  lease  and  cultivation 
lease. 

Open  io  Hunters 

Lands  which  are  posted  with  signs 
reading  "Hunting  Allowed"  or  "Shooting 
Allowed"  are  open  to  all  hunters.  How- 
ever when  this  general  consent  or  indi- 
vidual consent  as  above  is  given,  the  owner 
or  accupant  has  the  privilege  to  request 
any  person  to  leave.  Should  the  person 
fail  to  do  so,  he  is  liable  on  summary  con- 
viction to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $25  or 
not  more  than  $100. 

Signs  will  have  to  be  displayed  promi- 
nently at  each  corner  of  the  lands  posted 
and  at  each  gate  giving  access  to  the  land. 
Required  size  is  at  least  10  inches  by  14 
inches  with  black  lettering  on  a  white 
background. 

It  will  be  illegal  to  tear  down,  remove, 
damage,  deface  or  cover  up  any  signs 
erected  or  placed  by  the  owner.  No  person 
will  be  allowed  to  sell,  barter  or  trade  or 
offer  for  sale  the  hunting,  shooting,  killing 
or  trapping  rights  over  any  lands. 

A  further  amendment  states  that  no  per- 
son will  be  allowed  to  post  signs  prohibit- 
ing hunting  or  shooting  on  any  unoccupied 
Crown  lands. 

Firearms  may  not  be  discharged  along 
or  across  any  highways  marked  with  route 
number  signs. 

Non-resident  hunters  will  be  required 
by  law  to  be  accompanied  by  a  licensed 
guide  or  resident  of  the  province  on  all 
hunting  trips  anywhere  in  Alberta. 

Importation  Prohibited 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  in  Council 
was  given  authority  to  issue  regulations 
prohibiting  the  importation  into  the  pro- 
vince of  any  undesirable  species  of  game 
birds,  big  game,  or  fur  bearing  animals. 

In  the  event  of  seizure  of  any  legal 
hunting,  shooting  or  trapping  gear  for 
violation  of  the  Game  Act  or  regulations, 
and  in  the  case  of  subsequent  conviction, 
the  presiding  justice  may  direct  that  the 
seized  articles  be  returned  to  the  owner 
or  be  confiscated  to  the  Crown  in  the  right 
of  the  Province  to  be  disposed  of  as  the 
Minister  sees  fit. 

Confiscation  is  automatic  in  the  event 
that  illegal  gear  is  being  used. 

Any  person  convicted  of  hunting  without 
a  license  will  be  prohibited  from  obtaining 
a  license  in  the  same  season. 

Persons  convicted  of  infractions  of  the 
Game  Act  are  liable  to  fines  ranging  from 
minimums  of  $10  and  $50  to  maximums  of 
$300.  Imprisonment  for  terms  of  up  to  three 
months  are  enforced  in  default  of  payment 
of  penalties.  • 


The  present  program  of  bursaries  avail- 
able from  the  Alberta  Department  oi 
Education  has  been  extended  to  provide  foi 
summer  school  bursaries  for  certified 
teachers  and  for  one  year  of  post  graduate 
study  at  the  University  of  Alberta,  Faculty 
of  Education,  for  university  graduates. 

A  total  of  250  bursaries  of  $100  each 
will  be  made  available  this  year  to  certi- 
fied teachers  who  wish  to  further  their 
academic  and  professional  training.  The 
university  bursary,  which  amounts  to  $400 
plus  the  remission  of  tuition  fees  of  approxi- 
mately  $200,   will   be   available   to  40 


Four  Alberta 
V.C.  Winners 
Receive  Grants 

The  four  Victoria  Cross  winners  from 
this  province  who  will  be  attending  the 
centenary  celebrations  to  be  held  in  London 
on  June  26,  have  received  grants  of  $200 
each  from  the  Government  of  Alberta.  These 
grants,  which  are  in  addition  to  federal 
transportation  assistance,  provide  for  per- 
sonal expenses  which  may  be  incurred  by 
the  V.C.  holders  while  travelling  to  London. 

The  Alberta  V.C.  winners  who  will  be 
attending  the  function  are:  Brigadier  F.  M. 
Harvey,  Calgary;  Pvt.  C.  J.  Kinross, 
Lougheed;  Sgt. -Major  (WO  1)  R.  L.  Zengel, 
Rocky  Mountain  House;  and  Sgt.  A.  Brere- 
ton,  Elnora. 

The  100th  Anniversary  of  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  first  Victoria  Cross  by  Queen 
Victoria  on  June  26,  1856,  will  begin  with 
a  service  in  Westminster  Abbey  on  June 
25.  On  the  following  day  the  Queen  will 
review  Commonwealth  V.C.  holders  in 
Hyde  Park.  Following  the  ceremony,  a 
garden  party  attended  by  the  Queen 
Mother  Elizabeth,  will  be  held  at  Marl- 
borough House.  • 


Ten  new  historical  and  industrial  high- 
way signs  will  be  erected  at  prominent 
points  throughout  the  province  this  sum- 
mer by  the  Publicity  Bureau  of  the  Alberta 
Government. 

The  signs,  five  each  historical  and  in- 
dustrial, are  part  of  a  program  to  tell 
visitors  and  Albertans  about  the  history 
and  progress  of  the  province. 

The  five  historical  signs  range  from 
the  Montana  boundary  to  the  Peace  River 
area.  In  the  south,  a  sign  will  be  located 
on  the  Milk  River  Ridge,  which  divides  the 
watersheds  of  Hudson  Bay  and  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  A  sign  north  of  Wetaskiwin  will 
honor  Fort  Ethier,  which  was  built  during 
the  1885  Riel  Rebellion;  another  near 
Stettler  will  mark  Tail  Creek  Town — an 
early  buffalo  hunters'  settlement  which 
once  was  one  of  the  largest  villages  in 
Alberta.  A  fourth  will  pay  tribute  to  St. 
Albert  mission,  while  the  fifth  will  be 
located  at  the  beginning  of  the  Mackenzie 
Highway  near  Grimshaw,  commemorat- 
ing the  explorations  of  Sir  Alexander 
Mackenzie. 

The  industrial  signs  are  centred  upon 
Alberta's  major  resources.  A  sign  near 
Athabasca  will  deal  with  the  bituminous 


Canadian  university  graduates  who  wish 
to  qualify  for  certification  to  teach  in 
Alberta  at  the  high  school  level. 

The  summer  school  bursaries  will  be 
awarded  to  those  applicants: 

•  Who  have  completed  a  minimum  of 
of  two  years  professional  training  and 
hold  a  standard  certificate  or  its 
equivalent,  or  who  may  qualify  for  a 
Standard  S  Certificate  at  one  summer 
school  session. 

•  Who  have  been  recommended  by  a 
superintendent  of  a  school  division 
or  county,  or  by  a  high  school 
inspector. 

•  Who  express  intention  to  qualify  for 
teaching  at  the  Grade  12  level. 

•  Whose  services,  in  the  event  of  being 
recommended  by  a  superintendent, 
will  likely  be  required  to  teach  one  or 
more  courses  at  the  Grade  12  lerel 
during  the  coming  school  year  in  the 
division  or  county  from  which  the 
superintendent's  recommendation  is 
issued. 

•  Whose  academic  record,  as  deter- 
mined by  the  Dean  of  the  Faculty 
of  Education,  is  high  enough  to  war- 
rant further  professional  training. 

•  Who  enrols  in  two  summer  classes 
which  meet  the  approval  of  the  Dean 
of  the  Faculty  of  Education. 

•  Who  agree  to  teach  for  one  year  in 
the  Province  of  Alberta  immediately 
following  completion  of  the  summer 
session. 

University  graduates  who  wish  to  obtain 
certification  to  teach  at  the  senior  high 
school  level  are  also  urged  to  apply  early. 

Candidates  must  elect  a  program  of 
teacher  education  in  the  Faculty  of  Educa- 
tion at  the  University  of  Alberta,  and  must 
agree  to  teach  at  the  high  school  level  in 
the  public  school  system  of  Alberta  for  two 
consecutive  years  upon  completion  of  the 
university  term. 

Application  forms  and  further  details 
are  available  from:  Co-ordinator  of  Teacher 
Education,  Department  of  Education,  Ed- 
monton, Alberta.  • 


sands  near  McMurray;  another  near  Ent- 
wistle  will  honor  the  Pembina  oil  field; 
while  a  third  on  the  eastern  outskirts  of 
Edmonton  will  mention  Alberta's  petro- 
chemical industries.  The  final  two  will 
deal  with  wheat  and  lumber  as  two 
important  resources  of  the  province.  All 
are  similar  in  appearance  to  the  signs  now 
in  use,  shown  above.  • 


Ten  New  Signs  Portray  Progress 
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WITHIN      OUR  BORDERS 


Low  Insurance  Rates 

FIRE  BRIGADES  PROTECT  LIVES  AND  PROPERTY 

Co-operation  Between  Government  and  Municipalities 
Gives  Alberta  Trained  Firemen  and  Adequate  Equipment 

The  lives  and  property  of  Alberta  citizens   

are  ably  protected  through  the  constant 
vigilance  of  more  than  230  full-time  and 
volunteer  fire  brigades  at  key  points 
throughout  the  province.  Under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Fire  Commissioner's  Office  of 
the  Alberta  Government,  these  brigades 
have  gained  national  attention  through  in- 
tensive training,  a  keen  interest  and  proper 
fire  fighting  equipment. 

Sixteen  years  ago  insurance  rates  were 
extremely  high  because  of  the  thin  measure 
of  protection  afforded  by  Alberta's  50  fire 
departments.  A  vigorous  educational  pro- 
gram was  instituted  at  that  time  to  make 
people  aware  of  the  destruction  that  fire 
caused.  Then,  by  directly  assisting  all  com- 
munities that  wished  to  organize  their  own 
fire  fighting  units,  an  appreciable  reduction 
in  fire  insurance  rates  has  been  obtained. 

Today  lire  departments  in  75  towns,  108  villages, 

20  hamlets,  nine  cities  and  20  government  and  industrial 

institutions  blanket  the  province  with  such  adequate  fire 

protection  that  no  major  conflagration,  where  formerly 

whole  blocks  of  buildings  were  ravaged,  has  occurred 

since  the  implementation  of  this  scheme. 

The  use  of  fog  nozzles  is  now  accepted  as  standard  fire 
fighting  technique.  This  system  was  introduced  to  municipal 
fire  fighting  brigades  by  the  fire  commissioner's  office  through 
the  means  of  actual  demonstrations  together  with  instructional 
meetings.  The  application  of  water  in  a  fine  mist  has  meant  an 
inestimable  saving  in  property  and  lives.  Formerly  fire  brigades, 
with  inadequate  equipment  and  knowledge,  simply  poured  water 
on  a  fire  in  the  hope  of  flooding  it  out.  Often  their  meager 
supply  of  water  was  exhausted  before  the  fire  could  be  brought 
under  control.  Now  well  trained  brigades  using  modern  equip- 
ment are  able  to  quickly  and  efficiently  put  out  fires. 

Another  of  the  primary  purposes  of  the  Fire  Commissioner's 
office  is  the  inspection  of  all  buildings  for  fire  hazards  and  the 
survey  of  towns  to  recommend  adequate  fire  protection  equipment. 
While  carrying  out  inspections  and  surveys,  members  of  the  in- 
spection team  were  able  to  combine  their  duties  with  educational 
work  such  as  showing  films  on  fire  prevention  and  protection.  In 
the  course  of  their  visits  the  inspectors  made  it  known  that 
assistance  was  available  from  their  department.  Local  municipal 
officials  were  given  an  analysis  of  their  situation  and  changes 
were  recommended.  Measures  of  prevention  and  protection  that 
were  generally  suggested  covered  points  of  fire  prevention,  life 
safety,  checking  spread  of  fire,  getting  to  fires  quickly  and 
extinguishment  of  fires. 

Originally  Inadequate 

During  the  first  stages  of  the  program,  many  towns  had  either 
no  fire  protection  units  or  equipment  that  was  completely 
inadequate.  Through  provisions  of  the  Fire  Prevention  Act,  where 
,no  fire  department  existed,  mayors  and  reeves  have  been 
appointed  as  local  assistants  of  the  fire  commissioner.  Their  duties 
covered  only  inspections,  consequently  when  a  fire  broke  out  it 
was  found  necessary  to  have  a  body  of  men  that  would  be  able 
to  act  immediately  in  putting  it  out.  This  is  the  function  of 
organized  fire  brigades  with  appointed  fire  chiefs. 

Local  governing  bodies  realized  that  assistance  was  avail- 
able and  took  advantage  of  it.  Financial  help  given  by  the 
Alberta  Government  through  the  Municipal  Capital  Expenditures 
Loans  Act  was  used  to  purchase  equipment  and  classes  were 
organized  to  teach  volunteer  firefighters.  Where  fire  departments 
already  existed,  aid  was  given  in  bringing  equipment  up  to  date 
and  they  were  shown  how  to  use  it  to  best  advantage.  Through 
surveys  conducted  by  the  Deputy  Fire  Commissioner,  reports 
were  available  on  the  adequacy  of  their  water  supply,  proper  fire 
alarm  system,  necessary  improvements  to  their  protection  unit 
and  best  procedure  in  organizing  their  fire  department  personnel. 

Civil  Defence  Aid 

Civil  defence  has  been  greatly  aided  by  the  success  of  this 
program.  Five  pumpers  have  been  located  in  the  province  to 
train  auxiliary  fire  fighters.  Towns  that  already  had  well 
organized  fire  departments  were  given  the  pumpers  to  conduct 
training  schools  that  would  make  available  a  large  body  of  men 
that  could  be  called  on  in  the  event  of  a  civil  disaster. 


The  pumper  truck  on  loan  by  the  provincial  Civil  Defence  organization  is  shown  in  operation  with  the 
fire  truck  of  the  Westlock  Volunteer  Fire  Brigade,  in  a  training  operation  ot  that  community.  Members 
of  the  fire  lighting  brigade  and  the  civil  defence  organization  work  together  in  giving  protection  to 
town  and  district  property  and  offering  instruction  to  outlying  communities  in  fire  prevention  work. 

Photo  by  Pauline  Studio. 

The  prime  duty  of  every  fireman  is  the  saving  of  lives.  To 
help  him  in  carrying  out  this  work,  the  fire  commissioner's  office 
has  committed  itself  to  a  never  ceasing  task  of  familiarizing  the 
general  public  with  the  way  in  which  they  should  act  during  a 
fire.  This  educational  campaign  is  conducted  in  schools  through 
regular  fire  drills  and  instructional  textbooks.  Fire  prevention 
and  protection  is  illustrated  at  public  meetings  through  the  use 
of  films  and  lectures.  During  Fire  Prevention  Week,  fire  depart- 
ments are  open  to  the  public  to  acquaint  everyone  with  the 
functions  of  these  departments  and  to  interest  them  in  having 
their  homes  and  business  places  checked  for  fire  safety.  Drills 
and  demonstrations  are  called  in  fire  departments  to  demonstrate 
and  measure  their  effectiveness. 

Education  of  fire  brigades  in  the  latest  fire  fighting  pro- 
cedures and  the  use  of  new  equipment  has  repeatedly  shown 
its  effectiveness  in  the  annual  provincial  competition  held  in 
Calgary.  This  competition  is  designed  to  stress  protection  from 
fire.  Fire  fighting  units  gather  from  all  points  in  the  province 
to  demonstrate  their  efficiency,  speed  and  effectiveness  in  com- 
bating fires.  Interest  runs  high  in  these  competitions  as  many 
units  have  regular  drills  during  the  year  to  keep  in  peak  form 
for  these  contests.  From  constant  practice  they  equip  themselves 
with  the  knowledge,  ability  and  confidence  to  deal  quickly  with 
any  fire  that  might  break  out  in  their  community.  • 

Blame  Human  Element 

Forest  fires  which  have  been  raging  throughout  the  province 
for  the  past  month  are  rapidly  approaching  a  record  in  devasta- 
tion. Although  the  summer  season  has  barely  started,  more  than 
125  fires  have  swept  over  600,000  acres  of  timber. 

During  the  past  ten  years  the  highest  loss  of  timber  in 
Alberta's  forests  was  recorded  during  1949  when  1,461,047  acres 
were  burnt  over. 

Preliminary  investigation  into  the  cause  of  this  year's  fires 
show  that  more  than  90  percent  have  resulted  from  human  neglect. 
The  majority  of  these  fires  have  been  started  by  settlers  indis- 
criminately burning  brush  on  cleared  land.  Campers,  said  to  be 
the  greatest  source  of  fire,  have  not  yet  been  out  in  numbers. 

Statistics  point  out  that  every  year  more  fires  are  started 
by  campers  than  by  any  other  factor.  In  1954  more  than  36 
percent  of  fires  were  started  from  this  one  source.  In  the  same 
year  settlers  rated  only  17.6  percent  and  lightning  was 
responsible  for  only  5.9  percent  of  forest  fires.  • 


WITHIN  OUR  BORDERS 

"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to  acquaint  the  people 
of  the  Province  of  Alberta  with  the  administration  and  services  of  their 
Provincial  Government. 

There  are  no  restrictions  on  the  republishing  of  any  material,  but  a  credit 
line  would  be  appreciated. 

Notice  of  change  of  address  should  be  accompanied  by  the  mailing  address 
label  on  the  front  of  this  issue.  No  charge  is  made  for  "Within  Our  Borders,^' 
and  new  readers  are  invited  to  forward  their  names  and  addresses  to:  "Within 
Our  Borders,"  Legislative  Buildings.  Edmonton. 


